
OBJECTIVES OF RESEARCH 

The objectives of research provide a clear and specific focus for a study, 
guiding the research process and helping to achieve meaningful results. The 
objectives serve as the foundation for developing the research question and 
designing the study. Here are common objectives of research: 

1. To Explore or Describe: 
 Understand and describe a particular phenomenon, situation, or 

concept. 
 Identify and document the characteristics, features, or components of 

the subject under study. 
2. To Explain or Understand: 

 Investigate the underlying causes, relationships, or factors influencing a 
particular phenomenon. 

 Gain a deeper understanding of the mechanisms and processes 
involved. 

3. To Predict: 
 Develop models or theories to forecast future trends, behaviors, or 

outcomes based on current or historical data. 
 Examine patterns and make predictions about future occurrences. 

4. To Compare or Contrast: 
 Analyze and compare the similarities and differences between two or 

more groups, conditions, variables, or situations. 
 Identify patterns or trends that may emerge from the comparisons. 

5. To Evaluate or Assess: 
 Assess the effectiveness, efficiency, or impact of a program, intervention, 

policy, or treatment. 
 Determine the success or failure of a particular approach or initiative. 

6. To Test Hypotheses: 
 Formulate and test specific hypotheses or research questions to 

determine if there is a statistically significant relationship or difference 
between variables. 

 Use experimental or quasi-experimental designs to test causal 
relationships. 

7. To Generate Theory: 



 Develop new theories or extend existing ones by systematically 
collecting and analyzing data. 

 Contribute to the theoretical framework within a particular field of study. 
8. To Solve a Problem: 

 Identify practical solutions to real-world problems or challenges. 
 Apply research findings to address specific issues and improve current 

practices. 
9. To Provide a Basis for Decision-Making: 

 Generate information and insights that can be used to make informed 
decisions by individuals, organizations, or policymakers. 

 Support evidence-based decision-making. 
10. To Contribute to Knowledge: 

 Contribute new information, insights, or perspectives to the existing 
body of knowledge within a specific field. 

 Expand the understanding of a subject area and fill gaps in the 
literature. 

11. To Enhance Understanding: 
 Increase understanding of complex phenomena, relationships, or 

processes. 
 Clarify ambiguities or controversies in the existing literature. 

12. To Facilitate Replication: 
 Design studies in a way that allows others to replicate the research to 

validate or build upon the findings. 
 Enhance the reliability and credibility of research outcomes. 

Clear and well-defined objectives are crucial for conducting meaningful 
research, as they guide the entire research process, from study design to data 
collection and analysis. 
 

 


